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Sault Ste. Marie Region Source Protection Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, November 23, 2015 
Civic Centre – Thompson Room 

 
Attendance 
Peter McLarty – Chair Ralph Yanni – Sault North Resident 

Member 
Andrew Hallett - PUC Member 
 

Roy Bertolo – Aggregates Member  

Hal McGonigal – Municipal Member, 
Prince Township 

Catherine Taddo – Municipal Member  

Larry Woolley – Resident Member Christine Ropeter – Communications 
Peter Tonazzo – Municipal Member Rhonda Bateman – General Manager 

and  SPA Liaison 
 
Pat Kinch, MOE via teleconference  
 
Meeting called to order at 1:00 pm. 
 
Welcome 
Peter McLarty, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 
Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
No conflicts were declared. 
 
Administration 
Adoption of May 5, 2014 draft minutes 
Carried unanimously  
 
Chair’s update 
 
Chairman Peter McLarty reported on information discussed at the last Chair’s meeting.  

 
Reg. 288/07 amendments would allow a reduction in the number of members in a 
source protection committee. Peter Tonazzo, City Planner voiced his concern that as 
the Risk Management Official (RMO) a conflict of interest would arise if he were to stay 
as a voting member of the Source Protection Committee (SPC). After some discussion 
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by the committee, the members supported Peter Tonazzo’s position that he would 
continue to attend SPC meetings as RMO but would not be a voting SPC member.   

 
The SPC members were asked if they would like to consider reducing the local SPC 
from nine members to six. 
 
Peter Tonazzo asked for clarification of the SPC’s role now that we are in the 
implementation phase. Rhonda stated that the SPC will be responsible for reviewing the 
annual report from the RMO, reviewing the policies and consideration of any updates 
required. The SPC can also take on the role of local champions. 
 
Peter Tonazzo asked Pat Kinch if the SPC has the ability going forward to revise the 
SPP policies if they are not meeting the intent they were created for. Pat responded that 
an email will be coming in which project managers will be surveyed to find out if any 
Source Protection Regions/Areas policies are not currently meeting their intent. 
Furthermore, she reminded the SPC that policies can be amended but they would 
require approval from the Minister of the Environment and Climate Change.   
 
Peter McLarty stated an email poll could be undertaken in the future to determine if the 
members wished to reduce the size of the SPC. 
 
Peter McLarty also informed the committee that during the Chair’s meeting the topic of 
how the Clean Water Act has affected other ministries was discussed. It was noted that 
since source protection plans have received approval, if there is a conflict between the 
Clean Water Act and another Act, the provision that provides the greatest protection to 
water quality and quantity takes precedence. 
 
Source Protection Plan 
 
Pat Kinch reported on the status of Source Protection Plans across the province. She 
stated that 21 out of 22 have been approved by the Minister of the Environment and 
Climate Change. It is anticipated that the last plan will receive approval very shortly. 
 
Pat also informed the SPC that the first road signs have been erected in a municipality 
in the Quinte Source Protection Area. The provincial Implementation Fund supports 
local municipalities to erect ‘drinking water protection zone signs’ for public education 
and to alert emergency responders to areas where accidental spills could have the 
potential to contaminate a source of drinking water.  
 
Rhonda stated that the provincial signage could be developed for local use if the SPC 
wanted to undertake it, however the City of Sault Ste. Marie is not currently in favour of 
the project.  
 
MOECC Update 
 
Pat Kinch gave a brief update to the committee on the Source Protection Environmental 
Mapping (SPEM) project. The project is anticipated to be available on the internet in 
January for the general public. 
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Roy Bertolo was asked to speak about the Aggregate Resources Act review currently 
underway. It is posted on the EBR #012-5444 and proposes conditions on existing 
licences for fuel and chemical handling. New aggregate licenses will require greater 
consideration of Drinking Water Source Protection through various water impact studies 
and risk identification. Roy will contact the SPC members if any new information comes 
to light. 
 
Pat Kinch gave the committee an update on the technical framework. It consists of four 
areas: Water Quantity risk assessment, Hazard ratings, Groundwater vulnerability and 
Surface Water vulnerability.  
 
Rhonda stated that it is the SPC’s hope that our recharge issues can be addressed in 
the future as a result of the review the technical framework. The next workplan for our 
area is due in 2018. 
 
Implementation 
 
RMO/RMI status update 
 
Peter Tonazzo informed the committee that the Risk Management Office has been 
establish at the City of Sault Ste. Marie. He has been undertaking training with the 
building department and planning department to flag applications which might be 
affected by the Source Protection Plan. The Sault Ste. Marie Region Conservation 
Authority has also been playing a role in identifying applications to be flagged.\ 
 
City building inspectors will also need to receive training in order to identify issue they 
may observe during site visits. It is hoped that the training can take place before 
Christmas. 
 
To date one application has been received for development within the WHPA-A. It will 
be managed with a combination of things including: education and outreach (fact 
sheets), a request for a simple risk management plan regarding application, handling 
and storage of salt as well as snow storage. Some information may also be registered 
on title with regard to the site plan.  
 
Peter Tonazzo also reported the City has requested an extension on the Source 
Protection Municipal Implementation Fund (SPMIF) money that the City has received. 
 
With regard to annual reporting Peter Tonazzo stated that numerous Source Protection 
referrals are being tracked which will form part of the required report. 
 
Larry Woolley asked if compliance will be monitored. Peter Tonazzo stated that 
compliance site visits will be undertaken by the Risk Management Inspector (RMI). 
 
Additional/New Business 
 
The committee reviewed PUC/PGMN well data graphs from 1998 to 2015. It was noted 
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that the sodium levels in the McIntyre Road well go up and down. However, due to data 
gaps it does not currently show a trend. 
 
The Lorna and Shannon wells sodium levels have been steadily increasing, while the 
Steelton and Goulais wells have less significant increases.  
 
Chloride is trending down in the Steelton and Goulais wells, while Lorna and Shannon 
wells chloride levels are steadily rising. 
 
Peter McLarty posed the question, where is the salt coming from and how do we deal 
with it. If it is suspected that the salt is coming from the recharge area, is there some 
way we can look into it further. 
 
Andrew said that the PUC have been struggling with the idea of replacing the east end 
wells because of the capacity they provide. Alternative approaches could include the 
possibility of a second well at Shannon or somewhere else in the central basin east of 
Peoples Road. Another option might be increasing the production of the Goulais well. 
The PUC is hoping to move forward with an EA in the next budget year. 
 
Hal asked if an additional draw down was being considered in the surface water intake. 
Andrew stated that consideration of the option is premature and the most expensive 
alternative.   
 
Action Item: Pat is to gather information on how or what would happen if the 552/556 
wells went above potable standards and provide an answer to the committee in the 
future. 
 
Communications Update 
 
Currently Christine has been working with Peter Tonazzo to design two new fact sheets 
for Education and Outreach which will be used in the Building/Planning departments. 
These fact sheets will have information and BMP’s for Application, Handling and 
Storage of Salt, and Snow Storage. 
 
Christine also informed the committee that the DWSP portion of the web page will be 
transitioning to reflect the implementation phase of the program and have less source 
protection planning references. 
 
Pat Kinch stated that a new communications plan will be coming soon from MOECC 
which will highlight strategies for January to June of 2016. It will provide useful topics 
and information for possible new local products. 
 
Catherine informed the committed that the Landfill Expansion EA was coming to a close 
and that it is anticipated that a public open house will take place in the next few months.  
 
Peter Tonazzo stated that the Landfill Expansion will require rezoning. 
 - SPP recommends meeting OP Policies, 5000L of fuel storage for pits & quarries 
 - mobile servicing of gasoline may be an issue 
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Adjournment: 2:50 pm 
 
Next meeting: To be determined. 


